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February 18, 2016

Dear Landlord:

It has come to our attention that you are not willing to enter into a lease with an initial term of one-year; this practice
may be in violation of ORS 659A.421(2) provides that “A person may not, because of race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, national origin, marital status, or source of income of any person:

Source of income is defined in ORS 659A.421 (1) (d) to include rent vouchers (Section 8 Vouchers). Accordingly,
restricting the availability of rental housing to voucher holders is prohibited by Oregon Law. Even if a property
manager is doing so at the request of a property owner, that would constitute assisting another person to commit an
act or engage in a practice that violates this section. Such assistance is specifically prohibited by ORS 659A.421 (2)
(f).

Further, discrimination in housing can occur even without any intent to discriminate on the part of a housing provider
or a property owner. A neutral policy or practice – like for example, the refusal to enter into a year-term lease – can
become discriminatory if it has the effect of limiting a protected group’s access to housing. I have attached a notice
on disparate impact for your review, you will note that one of the examples listed concerns month-to-month
tenancies.

I encourage you to discuss this issue with your property owners and your legal representative. The Fair Housing
Council of Oregon is an excellent resource for both landlords and tenants and can help you clarify the recent change
to the law.

If you have questions concerning this matter please contact Phil S Dean at 403-588-6463 or e-mail
pdean@cityofsalem.net

Respectfully,

Phil S. Dean, SHM, PHM
Voucher Administrator
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